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and similar authoritative works, the municipal price ordinances,
which since the sixteenth century were issued in various cities
to regulate the sale of drugs and spices, are reliable sources of
information concerning the introduction of distilled oils into medi-
cine and the arts. As documents they are of similar importance to
the price lists of modern wholesale merchants and manufacturers.
The following list has been prepared with the aid of the
previously discussed historical documents.1) It should, however,
be definitely understood that the dates given are not necessarily
those of the first introduction or use, but those of their legal
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recognition as articles of commerce.

DISTILLED OILS KNOWN AND IN USE:2)

Up to the beginning of the sixteenth century:

The oils of benzoin, calamus, cedarwood, costus root, mastix, rose,
rosemary, sage, spike, turpentine, juniperwood, frankincense, cinnamon.

TO THESE WERE ADDED:

From 1500 to 1540:

The oils of lignaloes, angelica, anise,  cardamom, carpobalsam,3)
cubeb, wild caraway, fennel, caraway, libanotis, lovage, mace, nutmeg,

*) In addition to the Destillirbucher previously mentioned, the following
pharmacopceial works have been used in the compilation of this list: Of the
Dispensatorium Nor/cum the editions of 1546, 1552, 1559, 1563, 1580, 1589,
1592 and 1612; of the Pharmacopcea Augustana the editions of 1580, 1597
and 1640; and the Dispensatorium Brandenburgicum of 1698.

Of the large number of municipal price ordinances the following were
consulted: Frankfort-on-the-Main, for 1582, 1587, 1668, 1710; Nurnberg, for
1552, 1613, 1624, 1644, 1652; Worms, 1582; Strassburg, 1586; Wittenberg,
1599, 1632; Halberstadt, 1607, 1697; Halle 1643, 1700; Ulm, 1649; Bremen,
1644, 1664; Dresden, 1652; Leipzig, 1669, 1689, 1694; Berlin, 1574.

-) Bitter almond oil and several other poisonous oils., such as cherry
laurel oil were excluded from general commerce on account of their poisonous
properties. Hence they do not appear in the price ordinances. Inasmuch
as they were not used medicinally when they first became known, they do
not appear in the pharmacopoeias. Both of the above mentioned oils were
known before the middle of .the sixteenth century, bitter almond oil even
during the middle ages. Oils of animal origin are not mentioned in the
above list.

3) Carpobalsamum is the name applied in the fruits of Balsamea
meccanensis, Gleditsch (Balsamodendron Opobalsamum, Kunth) which were
formerly used for medicinal purposes.